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PARK  EAST AND  APPROACH1

CASSIOBURY PARK

Demolition of the Lodge Gates in 1970, in line with the widening 
of Rickmansworth Road (old road alignment bottom left of photo)

Contemporary typefaces

Rationale: 

The location of the original gates extends into 
the current Rickmansworth Road. 
Recreating them in their exact location would 
not be possible and rebuilding them in an 
alternative location is not achievable within 
the Heritage Lottery Fund Budget:

• Interpretation of the remaining part of the 
lost site of the gates, through paving design 
and/or creation of piers whether structures or 
planted elements, plus interpretation board 
and subtle feature-lighting

• Restoring the parkland quality to the 
entrance through parkland rail fencing

• Provision of an alternative gravel path along 
the natural desire line to the west of the main 
entrance 

• Creation of a formal entrance through use 
of ornamental herbaceous planting

• Giving the entrance a simpler, more unified 
appearance

• Opening up views into the park to restore 
its historic character
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De-cluttered entrance creates clean and simple 
appearance and open views to the park

Low herbaceous planting 
& grasses creates ornamental setting

Natural stone paving 
recalls former gate turret

Simplified/de-cluttered 
entrance to draw visitors into the park

Arc of pleached limes plus stone pillar enclose gateway 
space & advertise park presence from Rickmansworth Road

Selective/minor thinning of a small number 
of trees to restore historic character

Retention of fine mature parkland trees

Parkland 
meadow

Removal of shrub thicket vegetation to 
enhance parkland character and open views 
into park

Restored and re-surfaced carriage 
drive (bonded gravel or similar)

Parkland rail 
to frontage

Restore majority of disused tennis court space 
to open parkland and grassland

1A) Showing entrance arrangement in context

New informal hoggin/crushed 
stone path, accessed from 
Rickmansworth Rd

The former ‘gates’ - The Watford Lodge of 1802

Herbaceous & ‘Prairie’ plantings - long interest, low water demandPeriod style brickwork Open parkland views Formal landscape frameworks Crisp, sawn York Stone Restored benches Parkland rail

Marker pillar in natural 
stone/red brick refers to old 
lodge turret. Advertises site 
presence on Rickmansworth 
Road

Historic images of Cassiobury sourced from Watford Museum and Herts HER
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PARK CENTRAL: CHA CHA CHA AND BANDSTAND2
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2A) Showing proposed layout for Cha-Cha-Cha and bandstand

How the bandstand and its space could look The original bandstand layout 1927

‘Metroland’ heritage of the site as in this 
London Underground poster

Community orchard revives  
old Hertfordshire varieties

Croquet has been at Cassiobury Park since 
the Capel family’s time

Bowling green

New native tree planting defines bandstand 
‘enclosure’ and helps filter views to/from Cassiobury Estate

Space for activity is defined by varied mowing regime 
and provides for seasonal interest - meadow/bulb swathes

Mown grass paths and link from restored carriage drive

Bandstand is restored to its original site, with an informal 
setting - low mound and ramped access, space for people to sit

Restored drinking fountain

New formal path to Cha-Cha-Cha 
shows off building and enhances setting

Crown lifting of trees to 
create views to bandstand

Expanded south facing terrace 
to look on to new/relocated 
play area

Cha-Cha-Cha

Proposed extension to Cha-Cha-Cha reflects 
building’s Metroland stylePlay area

Play 
area

Improved setting with new paved 
courtyard, plus provides level access

New depot building provides wing 
for croquet club and spectators
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Improved southern elevation has 
enhanced access to new south terrace

Contrast provided by glass link 
passage; levels built up to reduce 
ground level clutter

Extension mirrors 1930s architecture 
of original building

2C) Cha-Cha-Cha Cafe: Proposals

After

Before

Cha-Cha-Cha Cafe: Existing rear elevation

2B) Proposals for community orchard

New path loop around 
cricket square down to car park

New apple and cherry orchard planted 
with old Hertfordshire varieties

Wildflower meadow

Existing bowls club

Space for communal growing/
allotments

Rationale: 

This area covers restoration and enhancement of the Cha-Cha-Cha cafe 
setting and the bandstand. Key elements of the proposals are:

• Simplified space around the Cha-Cha-Cha café, re-creating its formal 
setting

• Enhancing links between the café and the historic parkland through 
potential re-siting of the play area to the south of the building 

• Extension of the café to enable it to cope with future demand, and in 
keeping with the 1930s architecture

• Creation of a new south facing terrace for the Cha-Cha-Cha

• Restoration of the bandstand on its original site

• Creation of a relaxed informal parkland setting to the bandstand, plus 
areas to sit

• An enhanced community orchard which makes reference to historic 
landscape character

Grass glade
area to sit

Grass glade
area to sit

Historic images of Cassiobury sourced from Watford Museum and Herts HER


